










































































campaign was not being present when his subordinate commanders met to discuss alternatives. 

Had he been present at the Koro Island meeting, he may have heard the objections to Fletcher's 

decision to only provide two days of air cover. Ghormley's absence from this meeting·without 

providing Callahan with strategic guidance and the authority to act in his place was inexcusable. 

Ghormley knew going into the campaign that logistics would be crucial to sustaining his 

forces. He made plans to support the logistics flow; hut in the late summer of 1942, the Allies 

simply lacked the wherewithal and the sealift capability to ensure timely delivery of men and 

supplies. Nimitz and King had to weigh the risks in committing resources to the South Pacific. 

King's offensive-defensive plan made Guadalcanal the primary theater before the Americans 

were ready to supply it properly. 

Nimitz executed his responsibility to ensure the best man was in the job, and he replaced 

Ghormley once Halsey was well enough to return to active duty. Nimitz did not make the 

decision to relieve lightly, as he knew it would have a profound impact on Ghormley, but acted 

in the best interest of the nation. 94 Unfortunately, many of the records that might have cast more 

light on the situation were lost with Rear Admiral Daniel J. Callaghan when he was killed in the 

Naval Battle of Guadalcanal.95 Perhaps a fair conclusion is that Ghonnley should have requested 

relief by acknowledging that he was not fully functional; that he did not was likely the product of 

a professional culture where admitting weakness was perceived as failure. 

Despite the cloud that hangs over Ghormley's reputation, the disappointments of his 

South Pacific command should not obscure the important contributions he made in the critical 

94 E. B. Potter, Nimitz, 258. 
95 Ghormley, The Tide Turns," Ghormley Papers, Joyner Library, I 0. 
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years 1940-42 as the Special Naval Observer in London and in resolving the awkward standoff 

with the Free French in Noumea 1942. In addition, his South Pacific command laid the 

foundation that his successor subsequently built on to achieve victory over the Japanese. 

Epilogue 

Vice Admiral Ghormley regained his health in the spring of 1943. At Nimitz's request, he 

returned as the commandant of the 14th Naval District Hawaiian Sea Frontier. The major 

functions of the frontier were the maintenance of picket ships and the port facilities in Hawaii, 

the escorting of island shipping, and search and rescue operations. In 1944, Ghormley served as 

Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Germany and oversaw the dismantling of the Kreigsmarine and 

the handling of war prizes.96 Ghormley demonstrated his true character by returning to work 

closely with the man that relieved him. Ghormley' s story does not trace the arc of a hero's 

journey, but his service and sacrifice are part of the fabric of the history of the United States 

Navy. 

96 Potter, Nimitz, 281. 

37 



Bibliography 

Archival Sources 

East Carolina University, Joyner Library Special Collections 

Robert L. Ghonnley Papers 

US. Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island 

Oral Histories 

Charles W. Weaver Papers 

Command Summary of Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN,Dec. 7, 1941 - Aug.31, 1945 (Graybook) 

U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. 

Ernest J. King Papers 

United Kingdom National Archives at Kew Richmond, Surrey 

Serial 00176 Letters from Rear Admiral Ghormley, USN 

Printed Sources and Secondary works 

Buell, Thomas B. Master of Sea Power: A Biography of Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King. Annapolis Maryland: Naval 
Institute Press, 2012. 

Borneman, Walter R. The Admirals: Nimitz, Halsey, Leahy, and King-- the Five-Star Admirals Who Won the War at 
Sea. New York, NY: Back Bay Books, Little Brown and Company, 2013. 

Clarke, P. F. The last Thousand Days of the British Empire: Churchill, Roosevelt, and the Birth of the Pax 
Americana. New York: Bloomsbury Press, 2009. 

Conner, Claude C. Nothing Friendly in the Vicinity: My Patrols on the Submarine USS Guarqfish during WWII. 
Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2004. 

Dyer, George Carroll. The Amphibians Came to Conquer: The Story ofAdmiral Richmond Kelly Turner. 
Washington; D.C., Dept. of the Navy, 1973. 

Frank, Richard B. Guadalcanal: The Definitive Account of the Landmark Battle. New York: Penguin Books, 1992. 

Frank, Richard B., "Picking Winners?" U.S. Naval Institute, September 7, 2019. 
https:/ /www.usni.orglmagazines/naval-history-magazine/2011 /may/picking-winners. 

Homfischer, James D. Neptune's Inferno: the US. Navy at Guadalcanal. New York: Bantam Books, 2012. 

Hoyt, Edwin P. Guadalcanal. Lanham, MD: Scarborough House, 1999. 

Johnsen, William Thomas. The Origins of the Grand Alliance: Anglo-American Military Collaboration from the 
Panay Incident to Pearl Harbor. Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky, 2016. 

King, Ernest Joseph., and Walter Muir. Whitehill. Fleet Admiral King; A Naval Record. New York, NY: W.W. 
Norton, 1952. 

Layton, Edwin T., Roger Pineau, and John Costello. ''And I Was There": Pearl Harbor and Midway--Breaking the 
Secrets. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2006. 

Leamer, Laurence. The Kennedy Men: 1901-/963: The laws 0/The Father, HarperCollins e-books, 2002. 

38 



Leutzc, James R. Bargaining/or Supremacy: Anglo-American Naval Collaboration, 1937-/941. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1977. 

"November, 1944 - FDR: Day by Day." FDR. Pare Lorenz Center at the FDR Library. Accessed November 11, 
2019. http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/daybyday/event/november-1944-9/. 

Potter, E. B. Nimitz. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1976. 

Richardson, James 0., and George C. Dyer. On the Treadmill to Pearl Harbor: The Memoirs of Admiral James 0. 
Richardson. Washington, DC: Department of the Navy, Naval History Division, 1973. 

Symonds, Craig L. World War 11 at Sea: A Global History. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

Twining, Merrill B., and Neil Carey. No Bended Knee: The Battle/or Guadalcanal. Novato, CA: Presidio, 2004. 

Vandegrift, A. A., and Robert B . Asprey. Once a Marine: The Memoirs of General A.A Vandegrifi, United States 
Marine Corps. New York: Ballantine Books, 1982 

Zimmerman, D. Top Secret Exchange: the Tizard Mission and the Scientific War. Montreal: McGill-Queens 

University Press, 2014. 

39 


